. OSW & Fisheries Mitigation & Compensation

8 states sent letter to BOEM
requesting they develop
guidance for mitigating and
compensating fisheries
impacts (VA, NJ, NY, CT, Rl,
MA, NH, ME)

Amanda Leftan, Director
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this session we’ll address the challenges facing our increasingly busy ocean and some of the successful collaborations formed to address these challenges.
 


Main Points in letter — BOEM should:
*Ensure per NEPA, avoidance and minimization of
impacts to fisheries

*Use best available data to determine effects on fisheries
in creation of a mitigation framework

*|dentify future data & monitoring needs
*Consider mechanisms for compensating for impacts

*Develop an approach for managing and distributing
funds
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Request for Information
Guidance for Mitigating Impacts to Commercial and Recreational Fisheries from
Offshore Wind Energy Development

November 22, 2021

INTRODUCTION

The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM), in consultation with the National Marine
Fisheries Service and affected coastal states, intends to develop guidance for the mitigation of
impacts from offshore wind energy projects on commercial and recreational fishing
communities. To initiate the development of this guidance, BOEM is issuing this 45-day Regquest
for Information (RF1) to obtain input from the public.

The comments and information received will inform BOEM's development of draft guidance to
mitigate certain impacts of offshore wind energy projects to commercial and recreational
fisheries. Once complete, the draft guidance will be shared with the public for review and input
for a 45-day comment period. Any guidelines developed through this process may be updated
periodically based upon public feedback and evaluation by BOEM staff.

BACKGROUND AND MITIGATION GUIDANCE

BOEM administers the Outer Continental Shelf Renewable Energy Program in accordance with
the Energy Policy Act of 2005, which added subsection &8(p) to the Outer Continental Shelf
Lands Act (OCSLA) (43 U.5.C. 1337(p)). The implementing regulations for this statute are
contained in Title 30, Part 585, of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). Under this program,
BOEM issues leases, right-of-way (ROW) grants, and right-of-use and easement (RUE) grants
that give parties the right to prepare and submit detailed plans for assessing resources,
testing/researching technology, and constructing and operating commercial-scale renewable
energy projects. Subsection 8(p){4)(J)(ii) of OCSLA specifically requires the Secretary of the
Interior to ensure that any activity is carried out in a manner that provides for "consideration of
any other use of the sea or seabed, including use for a fishery...”

BOEM, as with mherfederal agencies, also has a regulatory obligation to adhere to
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https://www.regulations.gov/document/BOEM-2021-0083-0001

BOEM scheduled 7 sector specific Workshops around the country to help them develop guidance for
preparing plans and environmental reviews for offshore wind projects that will help avoid, minimize or
mitigate impacts on commercial and recreational fishing.
https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/fishing-industry-communication-and-engagement

Dec 1 East Coast Workshop on Clams and Scallops

Dec 2 East Coast Workshop on Mobile Gear/Mixed Trawl/Pelagic
Dec 6 East Coast Workshop on Fixed Gear

Dec 7 Recreational Fishing Workshop

Dec 14 Developers Workshop

BOEM updating states on Dec 16 meeting


https://www.boem.gov/renewable-energy/fishing-industry-communication-and-engagement

Timeline: Fisheries Mitigation Guidance Development

Key Steps

Finalize Draft Guidance by April 2/Final
Guidance by June 30

Draft Scoping Document

-Scoping document drafted
Review and Finalize of Scoping Document

October 31-Movember &

November 7-November 20

Issue Scoping Document

Movember 28-December 4

ID and Schedule Seven Public Meeting Dates

October 31-November 20

Send Email Invitation to Public Scoping Meeting
Participants

--Sgve-the-dates have been drafted

October 31-Movember 20

Meeting with States—5tatus

Week of November 15

Hold Seven Scoping Meetings

Agenda has been drafted for meetings

--East Coast Meeting on Clams and Scallops
(Bottom Gear)

--East Coast Meeting on Mobile Gear/Mixed
Trawl/Pelagic

December 1-January 15

December 1

. December 2

--East Coast Meeting on Fixed Gear

December 6

--Recreational Fishing Meeting
--Californio Meeting

December 7
December 13

--Developers Meeting

December 14

--Gulf of Mexico Meeting

December 15




Meeting Summa
Comments Delivered
ID Technical Working Group Dialogue Members

--Initial Technical Working Group TOR has been
draﬁed

ID and Schedule Six Technical Meetlngs
Send Invitations to Participations for Technical
Meetings
Six Technical Meetings (Compensatory
Mitigation)

Develop Draft Guidance

anuary 8-lanuary 22

October 31-November 20

October 31-November 20
October 31-November 20

Movember 28-February 5

January 22-March 12

Review/Finalize Draft Guidance for Public Review | March 13-April 2
Publish Draft Guidance March 29-April 2

Public Comment Period for Draft Guidance

Public Comment Meeting
BOEM Team Makes Final Revisions

BOEM Meets with States to Share Draft Final

BOEM Issues Final Guidance

April 4-May 20 [assumes 45-day comment
period).

April &-May 20

May 22— June 10

June 13-17
June 30 (note: Ocean Wind FEIS publication

date is 02/17,/2023)




o VIRGINIA'S COMMERCIAL FISHING:
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/coasts/ocean-
management/virginia-ocean-planning/fishing- BEY“ND THE BAY

offshore-wind
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https://www.deq.virginia.gov/coasts/ocean-management/virginia-ocean-planning/fishing-offshore-wind
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Turbine Reefs:

Mature-Based Designs
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Can Offshore Wind Development Enhance Fish Habitat? - Cool Green Science (nature.or

TNC and Inspire Environmental have submitted the idea to Brian Hooker at BOEM — BOEM is interested
could be potentially be done on the research turbines.


https://blog.nature.org/science/science-brief/can-offshore-wind-development-enhance-fish-habitat/
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Materials Designed to Promote Growth

Calcium carbonate (CaCO;) or natural shell can be
mixed into concrete structures to provide suitable
chemical composition for larval settlement of
calcareous organisms such as bivalves.
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Next Time Avoiding Bird Impacts?

Satellite tagging could be
done on large birds to
collect data on altitude
and direction during
migrations

Willet

Black-bellied Plover

Whimbrel
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